
THE APOSTLE ANDIHlGH PRIEST
OF OUR CON^SION

Hebrews 3:1, flLV.

Introduction: The difference between an

apostle and a high priest is:

An apostle is God’s representative to man.

A high priest is man’s representative to

God.

Christ came forth as God’s Apostle; He
went back as our High Priest.

I. Consider Christ: God’s Apostle.

1. His character (Heb. 7:26).

2. His conduct (John 8:29b).

3. His ministry (I Tim. 1:15).

4. His message (John 17:8).

5. His authority (Matt. 28:18).

II. Consider Christ: Man’s High
Priest.

1. His priestly order (Heb. 7:11-21).

2. His offering (Heb. 8:3; 9:26).

3. His ministry of intercession (Heb.

9:24).

4. His return in glory (Heb. 9:28b).
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OUTLINE OF

The Epistle to the Hebrews

DR. SAMUEL H. MOFFETT

(To supplement Dr. Caroline Palmer's Bible Study Guide,

The New and Living Way)

Key verse-. Hebrews 4:14

“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession." (R.V.S.)

Basic structure of Hebrews:

I. ]esus the Son is Lord (1:1-4:13)

A. As God's last word, he is superior to prophets. (1:1-3)

1. They spoke for God in times past.

2. He speaks as God, now, at the end.

B. As God's supreme word, he is superior to angels (1:4-2:18)

1. They serve; he rules. (1:4 2:5)

(The first warning: Listen to Jesus! 2:1-5)

2. The Lord became servant (lower than angels) to save. (2:5-18)

C. As God's victorious word, he is superior to Moses (3:1-4:13)

1. Moses was servant; He is the Son. (3:1-6)

2. Moses failed to enter Canaan: Jesus brings us to heaven itself.

(37-
4 : 13 )

(The second warning: Don’t fail Jesus! 3:7-4:13)

II. lesus our Priest is Saviour (4:14-10:18)

A. He is the fulfillment of the old Priesthood. (4:14-6:20)

" (The third warning: Press on to maturity, to new truths. 5:11-6:20)

B. His new priesthood is superior to the old. (7:1-10:18)

1. He is priest of a higher order than Aaron. (7)
2. He is mediator of a higher covenant. (8)

3. He is a better sacrifice for sin. (9:1-10:18)

III. Therefore have faith! (10:19-13:25)

A. Have f.utJTiTi [FttTS.'J 10:19-39)

B. Rrhn luW.almhcryo of the faith, (it)

C. Hope in the Kingdom that cannot be shaken. (12)

D. Let brotherly love continue. (13)

lesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever."
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Summary in five great points, or Hebrews "in a nutshell":

I. Jesus Is Lord (Chs. 1-4)

II. Jesus Is Priest (Chs. 5-10)

III. Therefore: Have Faith (Ch. 11)

Have Hope (Ch. 12)

Have Love (Ch. 13)

A. The first two points are great points of faith.

B. The last three points are three great rules of life.

JESUS IS LORD (Cbs. 1 -4)—first great point o( faith

I. First great lesson of Hebrews—Jesus Christ is Lord. The theme of the first

four chapters.

II. Interpretation: The book of Hebrews is a warning against giving up the

Christian faith and particularly, against falling back into a lower, pre-

Christian faith, the faith of the Old Testament, the old Covenant. The
author of Hebrews does not condemn the old, for God spoke and worked

through Old Testament prophets and angels, through Moses and Joshua and

Aaron. But that is not enough, says Hebrews. It is incomplete. It is inferior.

We have a better way.

III. We have Jesus Christ, and He is Lord.

A. He is better than the prophets.

Hebrews 1:1-4, fifSt point.

B. He is better than the angels.

Hebrews 1:5-2:18, second point.

C. He is better than Moses.

Hebrews 3:1-4:13, third comparison.

IV. Five great warnings:

A. Listen to Jesus. (2:1-4)

B. Don’t fail Jesus. (3:7-4:13)

C. Group up; and don’t forsake Jesus. (5:11-6:20)

D. Stand firm for Jesus. (10:26-39)

E. Don’t reject Jesus Christ. (12:14-29)

V. Conclusion: There is triumph and victory in this first great lesson of the

book of Hebrews: Jesus the Son is Lord. The final note is victory: “Since

then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,

the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession... [and] let us then with con-

fidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need." (4:14, 16, R.S.V.)
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JESUS IS PRIEST (4 : 14- 10 : 18 )—second great point of faith

I. The second great lesson of Hebrews is that Jesus is Priest—the theme of

chapters 5 to 10.

II. Interpretation:

A. The distinct change of mood and emphasis that governs this whole
section really begins with Hebrews 4:14 (the key text containing all three

great points: Lord, Priest, and Faith). The change of mood is from com-
mand to sympathy; from a supreme Lord who demands our absolute

allegiance, to a priest who sympathizes with our weaknesses. (4:15)

B. God is saying in Hebrews, “You need a priest.” Why?
1. We need a priest because we have lost the way, and when we have

lost our way, then Jesus our great High Priest becomes our Way, a

“new and living way.” (10:20).

2. Is priesthood obsolete in the twentieth century? Not in our world.

Whenever a man at last sees himself as he really is—a sinner, he needs

a priest.

3. Another nutshell in Hebrews: We need a priest; we have a perfect

priest in Jesus Christ; and having him, we need no other priest.

4. Hebrews tells us that Jesus Christ does bring us to God. How does

he do this, we ask. In two ways, says Hebrews:

a. He does it with a promise of mercy. This is the new covenant.

(Ch.8)

b. He does it with a sacrifice. This is the new covenant in his blood.

(9-10:18)

III. The most difficult part of Hebrews (Chs. 9-10).

A. Interpretation:

1. If you can get through 9 and 10 into chapter 11; if you can get

through sacrifice into faith, then you have the Letter to the Hebrews.
It takes both.

2. This question comes to our minds:
Why can't we have the mercy without the blood?

a. Thus, we ask, “Can't we have Christianity without the Cross?”

b. We cannot cut out the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and have anything
left of Christianity.

3. Let me say this much briefly about the doctrine of atonement:

a. I don’t always understand the Cross; but the Cross helps me to

understand sin. It reminds me of the “exceeding seriousness of

sin”—the Son of God himself had to die for it.

b. I don’t always understand the Cross, but the Cross helps me to

understand life. I know that there may come a Cross in my life

no matter how good a Christian I am. There was a Cross in my
Lord's life.

94

c. I don't always understand the Cross, but the Cross helps me to un-

derstand the justice of God. It is never easy to forgive sin, and be

just. The easy thing is to excuse sin, and let injustice run wild.

This is exactly what the Communists accuse us sentimental Chris-

tians of doing. “You Christians," they say, “have no justice; you

have only love. And love is a weak thing. It excuses injustice. It

takes hatred to root out injustice. It takes hatred to change the

world.” But the Communists are wrong. There can be justice

without hatred. It takes sacrifice, yes, but not hatred. And there

can be love without weak sentiment. There is nothing sentimental

about the Cross.

d. I don’t always understand the Cross, but the Cross helps me to

understand the wonderful love of God. I know that it makes some

people think of him only as an angry God demanding blood. But

I can only remember that it might have been my blood, for it was

my sin; but he gave his own life for me. And that is the greatest

love I have ever known.

e. So finally, let me say that though I do not always understand the

Cross, I understand that the Cross is not the end. We have moved

through chapter 8, the happy story of the new covenant; then down
into bloody chapter 9 with its unperfumed picture of the Cross;

now to chapter 10:12, and here is the climax: “When Christ had

offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the

right hand of God." (R.S.V.)

FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE-Rules of life

I. The outline:

A. Therefore have faith. (10:19-13:25)

1. Faith is belief and trust, (it)

2. Faith brings Hope. (12)

3. Faith issues in Love. (13)

II. Interpretation:

A. Everybody knows, I guess, that you cannot be a Christian without faith.

It is faith that makes us Christians. But what is faith? If it is really as

important as that, we should know what it is. But the very structure of

Hebrews reminds us that the really important thing about faith is not

what it is; but what it is in. The kind of faith Hebrews talks about is

not just any faith. It is faith in Jesus Christ. That is why for the first ten

chapters we have been studying Jesus Christ, not faith. But it all hangs

together: Jesus is Lord: Jesus is Priest; have faith in him.

B. Now look at faith itself. Hebrews says two important things about faith.

First, it is “the conviction of things not seen”: that is belief (11:1). And
second, it is taking God at his word, like Abel and Enoch and Noah and
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and all the rest: that is trust. Faith, in Hebrews, is belief, and trust. It

is a confident belief.

C. Move on to chapter 12. Move on from faith to hope, for faith brings hope.

1. “In such a time as this,” says the World Council of Churches, “the

Church of Jesus Christ cannot but speak of hope. He is our hope,

in him we are bound to proclaim that hope to the world.”

D. Hebrews ends with love. The 13th chapter begins by telling us to love

each other. It tells you to love your husbands. It tells you not to love

money too much.

E. Retain your hope, and all the Communist armies in the world cannot

destroy your peace. But lack of love can.

Therefore, let us love one another . .

.

Use Dr. Caroline Palmer's Bible Study Guide, The New and Living Way,

for your circle study. (2of each, six for $1.00, P.D.S.)

WE FIND CHRIST'SWAY-TOGET!



A Study of Hebrews

Hebrews Is a favorite Book of the New Testament because of its great
message of Hope and its wonderful definition of Faith : Ch.llil -

’’Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen."

Hebrews may be called The New and Living Way .

Key verse

:

Ch.4:14 - "Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession."

Basic structure of Hebrews:
lo Jesus the Son is Lord

A. As God’s last word, He is superior to prophets
B. As God’s supreme word, He is superior to angels
C . As God’s victorious word, He is superior to Noses

11_. Jesus , our Priest, is Saviour
A. He Is the fulfillment of the old Priesthood
B. His new Priesthood is superior to the old

1. He is priest of a higher order than Aaron
2. He is mediator of a higher covenant
3. He is a better sacrifice for sin

111 . Therefore , have faith

J

A. Have faith in Jesus
B. Remember the heroes of the faith
G • Hope in the Kingdom that cannot be shaken
D. Let brotherly love continue

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever."

Summary in 5 great points, or Hebrews "in a nutshell":
1_. Jesus is Lord (Chapters 1-4)

ll. Je sus is Priest (Chapters 5 •=• 10)
111

.

Therefore : Have Faith (Chapter 11)
Have Hope (Chapter 12)
Have Love (Chapter 13)

A. The first two points are great points of faith
B. The last three points are three great rules of life

.
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3 Who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image
of his person, and upholding
all things by the word of his

power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty
on high;
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4 Being made so much better
than the angels, as he hath by
inheritance obtained a more ex-
cellent name than they.
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5 For unto which of the angels

said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, this day have I begotten
thee? And again, I will be to him

a Father, and he shall be to me
a Son?

6 And again, when he bringeth
in the first-begotten ir.to the
world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him.
7 And of the angels he saith.

Who maketh his angels spirits,

and his ministers a flame of fire.

8 But unto the Son he saith.

Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever: a sceptre of righteous-
ness is the sceptre of thy king-
dom.
9 Thou hast loved righteous-

ness, and hated iniquity; there-
fore God, even thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of
gladness above thy fellows.

10 And, Thou, Lord, in the be-
ginning hast laid the foundation
of the earth; and the heavens are
the works of thine hands.
11 They shall perish, but thou

remainest: and they all shall wax
old as doth a garment;
12 And as a vesture shalt thou
fold them up, and they shall be
changed: but thou art the same,
and thy years shall not fail.

13 But to which of the angels
said he at any time, Sit on my
right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool?
14 Are they not all ministering

spirits, sent forth to minister for

them who shall be heirs of sal-

vation?
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CHAPTER 2

Therefore we ought to

give the more earnest heed
to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip.

2 For if the word spoken by an-
gels was steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience
received a just recompense of
reward;
3 How shall we escape, if we

neglect so great salvation; which
at the first began to be spoken
by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him;
4 God also bearing them wit-

ness, both with signs and won-
ders, and with divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, ac-
cording to his own will?
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5 For unto the angels hath he
not put in subjection the world
to come, whereof we speak.
6 But one in a certain place tes-

tified, saying, What is man, that
thou art mindful of him? or the
son of man, that thou visitest

him?
7 Thou madest him a little lower

than the angels; thou crownedst
him with glory and honor, and
didst set him over the works of
thy hands:

8 Thou hast put all things in

subjection under his feet. For in
that he put all in subjection un-
der him, he left nothing that is

not put under him. But now we
see not yet all things put under
him.
9 But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the an-
gels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honor;
that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every
man.
10 For it became him, for whom

are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons
unto glory, to make the captain
of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.
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11 For both he that sanctifieth

and they who are sanctified are
all of one: for which cause he
is not ashamed to call them
brethren,
12 Saying, I will declare thy

name unto my brethren, in the
midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee.

13 And again, I will put my
trust in him. And again, Behold
I and the children which God
hath given me.
14 Forasmuch then as the chil-

dren are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same; that
through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil;

15 And deliver them, who
through fear of death were all

their Ufetime subject to bondage.
16 For verily he took not on him

the nature of angels; but he took
on him the seed of Abraham.
17 Wherefore in all things it be-

hooved him to be made like unto
his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest

in things pertaining to God, to

make reconciliation for the sins

of the people.
18 For in that he himself hath

suffered being tempted, he is

able to succor them that are
tempted.
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CHAPTER 3WHEREFORE, holy breth-
ren, partakers of the heav-

enly calling, consider the Apostle
and High Priest of our profes-
sion, Christ Jesus;
2 Who was faithful to him that

appointed him, as also Moses
was jaithful in all his house.
3 For this man was counted

worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as he who hath builded
the house hath more honor than
the house.
4 For every house is builded by
some man; but he that built all

things is God.
5 And Moses verily was faithful

in all his house as a servant, for

a testimony of those things which
were to be spoken after;

6 But Christ as a son over his
own house; whose house are we,
if we hold fast the confidence
and the rejoicing of the hope
firm unto the end.
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as the Holy Ghost
saith, To-day if ye will hear his

voice,

8 Harden not your hearts, as in

the provocation, in the day of
temptation in the wilderness:
9 When your fathers tempted
me, proved me, and saw my
works forty years.

10 Wherefore I was grieved
with that generation, and said,

They do always err in their heart;

and they have not known my
ways.

1 1 So I sware in my wrath, They
shall not enter into my rest.

12 Take heed, brethren, lest
there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God.
13 But exhort one another daily,

while it is called To-day; lest any
of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.

14 For we are made partakers
of Christ, if we hold the begin-
ning of our confidence steadfast
unto the end;
15 While it is said, To-day if ye

will hear his voice, harden not
your hearts, as in the provocation.
16 For some, when they had

heard, did provoke: howbeit not
all that came out of Egypt by
Moses.
17 But with whom was he

grieved forty years? was it not
with them that had sinned, whose
carcasses fell in the wilderness?
18 And to whom sware he that

they should not enter into his
rest, but to them that believed
not?
19 So we see that they could

not enter in because of unbelief.
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CHAPTER 4

LET us therefore fear, lest, a
J promise being left us of en-

tering into his rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it.

2 For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them:
but the word preached did not
profit them, not being mixed with
faith in them that heard it.

3 For we which have believed
do enter into rest, as he said, As
I have sworn in my wrath, if they
shall enter into my rest: although
the works were finished from the
foundation of the world.

4 For he spake in a certain place

of the seventh day on this wise.

And God did rest the seventh
day from all his works.
5 And in this place again, If they

shall enter into my rest.

6 Seeing therefore it remaineth
that some must enter therein,

and they to whom it was first

preached entered not in because
of unbelief:
7 Again, he limiteth a certain

day, saying in David, To-day,
after so long a time; as it is said.

To-day if ye will hear his voice,

harden not your hearts.

8 For if Jeewe had given them
rest, then would he not afterward
have spoken of another day.

9 There rer.,aineth therefore a
rest to the people of God.

10 For he that is entered into
his rest, he also hath ceased from
his own works, as God did from
his.

1 1 Let us labor therefore to en-
ter into that rest, lest any man
fall after the same example of
unbelief.
12 For the word of God is quick,

and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.
13 Neither is there any creature

that is not manifest in his sight:
but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do.
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14 Seeing then that we have a
great high priest, that is passed
into the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold fast our pro-

fession.

15 For we have riot a high priest

which cannot he touched with

the feeling of our infirmities; but

was in all points tempted like as

we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore come boldly

unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace

to help in time of need.
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CHAPTER 5

FOR every high priest taken
from among men is ordained

for men in things pertaining to

God, that he may offer both gifts

and sacrifices for sins:

2 Who can have compassion on
the ignorant, and on them that
are out of the way; for that he
himself also is compassed with
infirmity.

3 And by reason hereofhe ought,
as for the people, so also for him-
self, to offer for sins.

4 And no man taketh this honor
unto himself, but he that is called
of God, as was Aaron.
5 So also Christ glorified not

himself to be made a high priest;

but he that said unto him, Thou
art my Son, to-day have I be-
gotten thee.

6 As he saith also in another
place, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Mel-ehi§'e-dec.
7 Who in the days of his flesh,

when he had offered up prayers
and supplications with strong
crying and tears unto him that

was able to save him from death,
and was heard in that he feared;

8 Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered;

9 And being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal sal-

vation unto all them that obey
him;
10 Called of God a high priest
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after the order of Mel-ehl§'e-dec.
11 Of whom we have many

things to say, and hard to be
uttered, seeing ye are dull of
hearing.
12 For when for the time ye

ought to be teachers, ye have
need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of
the oracles of God; and are be-
come such as have need of milk,
and not of strong meat.
13 For every one that useth milk

is unskilful in the word of right-
eousness: for he is a babe.
14 But strong meat belongeth

to them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil.
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CHAPTER 6

Therefore leaving the

principles of the doctrine of

Christ, let us go on unto perfec-

tion; not laying again the founda-
tion of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God,
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms,
and of laying on of hands, and of

resurrection of the dead, and of

eternal judgment.
3 And this will we do, if God

permit.

4 For it is impossible for those
who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift,

and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost,
5 And have tasted the good word

of God, and the powers of the
world to come,
6 If they shall fall away, to re-

new them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves
the Son of God afresh, and put
him to an open shame.
7 For the earth which drinketh

in the rain that cometh oft upon
it, and bringeth forth herbs meet
for them by whom it is dressed,
receiveth blessing from God:
8 But that which beareth thorns
and briers is rejected, and is nigh
unto cursing; whose end is to be
burned.
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9 But, beloved, we are per-
suaded better things of you, and
things that accompany salvation,

though we thus speak.
10 For God is not unrighteous

to forget your work and labor of
love, which ye have showed
toward his name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do
minister.
1 1 And we desire that every one

of you do show the same diligence
to the full assurance of hope unto
the end:
12 That ye be not slothful, but

followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the
promises.

13 For when God made promise
to Abraham, because he could
swear by no greater, he sware by
himself,
14 Saying, Surely blessing I will

bless thee, and multiplying I will

multiply thee.

15 And so, after he had pa-
tiently endured, he obtained the
promise.
16 For men verily swear by the

greater: and an oath for confir-

mation is to them an end of all

strife.

17 Wherein God, willing more
abundantly to show unto the
heirs of promise the immutabil-
ity of his counsel, confirmed il

by an oath:
18 That by two immutable

things, in which it was impossible
for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled

for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us:
19 Which hope we have as an

anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil;

20 Whither the forerunner is

for us entered, even Jesus, made
a high priest for ever after the
order of Mel-ehi§'e-dec.
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CHAPTER 7

FOR this Mel-ehis'e-dec, king ,

of Sa'lem, priest of the most
high God, who met Abraham re-

turning from the slaughter of the

kings, and blessed him;
2 To whom also Abraham gave

a tenth part of all; first being by
interpretation King of righteous-

ness, and after that also King
of Sa'lem, which is, King of

peace;
3 Without father, without moth-

er, without descent, having nei-

ther beginning of days, nor end
of life; but made like unto the

'

Son of God; abideth a priest con-
tinually.

4 Now consider how great this

man was, unto whom even the

patriarch Abraham gave the tenth

of the spoils.

5 And verily they that are of the

sons of Levi, who receive the of-

fice of the priesthood, have a
commandment to take tithes of
the people according to the law,

that is, of their brethren, though
they come out of the loins of

Abraham:
6 But he whose descent is

not counted from them received
tithes of Abraham, and blessed
him that had the promises.
7 And without all contradiction

the less is blessed of the better.

8 And here men that die receive

tithes; but there he receiveth

them, of whom it is witnessed
that he liveth.

9 And as I may so say, Levi also,
who receiveth tithes, paid tithes
in Abraham.
10 For he was yet in the loins

of his father, when Mel-ehi$'e-
dec met him.
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11 If therefore perfection were

by the Le-vit'I-cal priesthood,

(for under it the people received

the law,) what further need was
there that another priest should

rise after the order of Mel-ehi§'e-

dec, and not be called after the

order of Aaron?
12 For the priesthood being

changed, there is made of neces-

sity a change also of the law.

13 For he of whom these things

are spoken pertaineth to another
tribe, of winch no man gave at-

tendance at the altar.

14 For it is evident that our Lord
sprang out of Ju'da; of which
tribe Moses spake nothing con-

cerning priesthood.

15 And it is yet far more evi-

dent: for that after the similitude

of Mel-ehi§'e-dec there ariseth

another priest,

16 Who is made, not after the

law of a carnal commandment,
but after the power of an endless

life.

17 For he testifieth, Thou art a

priest for ever after the order of

Mel-chi§'e-dec.

18 For there is verily a disan-
nulling of the commandment go-
ing before for the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof.

19 For the law made nothing
perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did; by the which we
draw nigh unto God.
20 And inasmuch as not without
an oath he was made priest:

21 (For those priests were made
without an oath; but this with an
oath by him that said unto him,
The Lord sware and will not re-
pent, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Mel-ehi§'e-
dec:)
22 By so much was Jesus made

a surety of a better testament.
23 And they truly were many

priests, because they were not
suffered to continue by reason of
death:
24 But this man, because he

continueth ever, hath an un-
changeable priesthood.
25 Wherefore he is able also to

save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing
he ever liveth to make interces-
sion for them.
26 For such a high priest be-
came us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners,
and made higher than the heav-
ens;
27 Who needeth not daily, as

those high priests, to offer up
sacrifice, first for his own sins,

and then for the people’s: for
this he did once, when he offered
up himself.
28 For the law maketh men high

priests which have infirmity; but
the word of the oath, which was
since the law, maketh the Son,
who is consecrated for evermore.
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HEBREWS

General Introduction

I. Its Author - probably raul. ^ j

cmmIr-ifcr
1. 2 Pet 3:15; Heb 2:3,4; 13:23,24.
2. rauline in style.
3. Greek section of early cburcn attributed it to him.

II. Its Date - between ascension of Christ and destruction of the Temple
in 70 A.D., probably about 64 A.D.

III. Its Recipients

1. The Jews of that date identified with professing Christian churches
making a profession of Christ, some saved, some unsaved.

2. The ursaved Jews under persecution who were in danger of renouncing
their professed faith in Messiah and going back to the abrogated
ritual of the Temple sacrifices. Heb 10:32-34: 10; 23.

IV. Its Dispensational Background. Heb. u:16-28

1. The first Testament annulled at the Cross. Matt. 27:51
2. The New Testament brought in at the dross. MattT~TBT2¥

V. Its purpose .

1. To urge more professing Jews to go on to faith in a crucified,
risen, ascended Messiah, who, as High driest, is seated at the
right hand of God. Heb 3:12; 10; l»-22,38,3y
To warn these that sKould they go back“'to sacrifices of the
First Testament which sacrifices ha.d been set aside by God
at the Cross, it would be impossible to bring them back to
their former state of repentance. Heb 6; 4-6

2. To strengthen believing Jens in the Faith. Heb 10:23-25

VI. Its Character - a demonstration based on the Old Testament Scrip-
ture that the New Testament in Jesus blood is superior to and takes
the place of the First Testament in animal blood.

1 .

2 .

Paul*s proposition is stated in Heb 8:6 : "But now hath he ob-
tained a more excellent ministry, by

-
now much also he is the me-

diator of a better covenant, which was established upon better
promises." The epistle is written to prove this one statement true.

Having proved this, Haul has accomplished his purpose of reaching
those Jews who were wavering between two things: of going on to
faith in Messiah as High Priest, or of going back to the sacrifices
of the 0T, for he places the issue clearly before them upon which
they can intelligently act.

i



VII. Its Outline

A. The New Testament is superior to and takes the place of the
First Testament because its Founder, the Messiah, is better
than:- 1:1—8:5

I. The prophets. 1:1-3
II. The angels T:4T-'^’2:18

III. Moses 3: 1-5

IV. Joshua 3 :

6

--4; 13
V. Aaron 4:14—8:5

B. The liew Testament is superior to and takes the place of the
First Testament, because : - 87 7— 10; 57»

I. It was prophesied to be superior. 8:7-13
II. It is actual, the first Testament only typical. s;l-15
III. It is sealed with better blood. : 16--10: 3o

C. Faith, not works, is the true way of salvation, as proved by
instances’ of First Testament saints. TITT^TX: 2

D. Final warnings and exhortations. 12:3— 13:25

Fresent-day Uses for Book of Hebrews

1. As an apologetic to offset modernism, for Hebrews emphasizes the
Deity, humanity, and precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. It <?ives us a portrait of our Lord as High Priest, picturing Him in

all the glory of the Old Testament priesthood.

3. It sets forth a contrast between the First Testament and the Hew.

4. It presents truth which will establish the believer in the doctrine
of the substitutionary atonement.

5. It has excellent material for evangelistic messages.



VIII. Its One Concern:—A warning against the one sin, thut of renouncing
their professed faith in Messiah, and reverting to the abrogated
sacrifices of TFeTTTIrs'tT Tesfament . This' sin is' described in a se

-

r'ies" of four warnings:

1. Letting New Testament truths slip away. 2:1-4

2. Hardening the heart against the Holy Spirit who gave this
truth. 3:7-ly

3. Falling away, or reverting to their former faith in the First
Testament sacrifices, thus crucifying the Son of Cod afresh.
5:11 - 6:12

4. Wilfully sinning in:— 10:26-3y

a. Treading undefoot the Son of God.
b. Counting the blood of Jesus as common blood.
c. Doing despite to the Holy Spirit.

IX. The Outline in Detail.

I

.

The He 1"'1 Testament is superior to and takes the p l ace of the First
Testament because its Founder, the Messiah, is better than :- 1 :1—8:5

A. The Prophets. 1:1-3. Since Messiah is:

—

1. God the Son. ^1,2)
2. Heir of all things. ^2)
3. Creator of all things,
4. Outshining of God’s gl:ry. ^3)

Note: Christ was the outshining of God’s glory, the
prophets merely reflectors.

5. Expression of the substantial nature, or essence, of God. ^3)

a. Omnipotence - "muzzles the waves."
b. Omnipresence - heals nobleman’s son from afar.
c. Omniscience - reads hearts of Pharisees.

6. Su stainer of the world he created. ^3)
Note: Contrast the exhaustion of Jesus at Jacob's well,
his tired stumbling under the burden of the cross, with
this verse.

7. High Priest, who, seated at God's right hand has wrought out
a finished work of salvation. ^3)

Note : In writing of Christ's superiority over the prophets, the
author handles the Jews with kid gloves, lest he offend the Jewish
pride in their former leaders. The superiority of Christ is only
intimated by the splendors of his glory. Contrast with note under
B.



B. The Angels . 1:4— 2:18. Since He:

—

1. Has a better name, Son. (v. 4,5)

2. Is worshipped by the angels. (6)
3. Is creator and master of angels. (7,8)

4. Is anointed with the Holy Spirit above the angels. *b')

5. Is the unchanging One. *,10-12)

6. Has a place at God's right hand; the angels a place at
his footstool. *13,14)

Note: Why did God pass by the angels to save inferior
beings—man—of dust? 111.— ship carved from bought model,
and one carved from apple-box: which gives the maker more
glory?

7. Will be supreme over the Millenial earth. (2:l-»)

8. Becomes head of the church, as, incarnate in humanity, he
passed t?y the angels to redeem the human race thru a vi-
carious death, a substitutionary sacrifice for sin.

v. ? s 10—1 8

)

y. Becomes High Priest as, in incarnation, he passed by an-
gels to redeem the human race through a vicarious death.
(2:14-18)

Note: Contrast the author's tactful intimation of
Christ ' s superiority over the prophets, and his point-
blank statement in these verses of His pre-eminence
over the angels. *,See note above).

C. Moses. 3:1-©. Since He is:

—

1. Creator of Israel; Moses only a member of that house. *,1-4)

2. Master; Moses only the servant. ^5-6)

3. Reality; Moses only the type. ^5)

D. Joshua. 3:7—4:13.

1. Warning against hardening the heart against Messiah as High
rriest, as the wilderness generation hardened their hearts
against Joshua; for those who reject Messiah as High Priest
will die in their sins as that generation died in the
wilderness. *3:7—4:13)

2. Messiah leads into a spiritual rest which is superior to
the temporal and material rest into vrhich Joshua led Israel.
Christ, therefore is better than Joshua. *,4:7-8)

B. Aaron. 4:14—8:5) Since:

—

1. Messiah is the actual High Priest; Aaron the type. *14)
2. Messiah is sinless; Aaron a sinner. *,15,16)

3. Messiah is one of the persons of the Trinity; Aaron is

taken from mankind. *5:1-5)

. Messiah is an eternal High driest;4 Aaron only temporary. *6-10)



Hebrews

5. Messiah, the high driest, takes the place of the Aaronic
priests. His rejection will bring- certain judgment.
^5:11--6:12) Those addressed:

—

a. Were dull as to spiritual perceptions, vll)

b. Had been under New Testament teaching-

, but had
picked up mental knowledge, only, not heart
knowledge. ^12)

c. Were immature in their thinking along spiritual
lines ^babes). ^13)

d. Should set aside the "beginning word of the Messiah",
namely, the Levitical system, and g^o on in faith to
the New Testament truth. ^6;l)

e. Should not go back to the doctrines of the First
Testament. ^6:1-3) (Wuest's interpretation)

1) "repentance from dead works" - Judaistic doctrine
of works

.

2) "faith toward Sod" - as distinguished, from the NT
faith in Jesus Christ.

3) "baptisms" - ceremonial washings.

4) "laying on of hands" - laying of hands on the
sheep of the Levitical sacrifices.

5) "resurrection of dead" - does not include the seennd
resurrection, the Rapture.

6) "judgment" - the NT contrast is grace.

f. Should they renounce their p rof'essed faith in Messiah
and go back to the First Testament, it would be impos-
sible to bring them back to their former state of re-
pentance because grace had done all it could for them,
in:—
1) Enlightening them once for all. ^4)

2) Giving them an experimental knowledge of the char-
acter of the gift of salvation.

3) Leading them along as partners of the Holy Spirit
in his pre-salvation work

. v 4

)

Note: The Greek word, here translated partaJcers
is translated partners in Luke 5:7.

4) Attesting the New Testament by miracles. \ 5 )

5) Imparting repentance thru the work of the Holy
Spirit. (6)

Note: Verse 4 refers to the work of the Holy Spirit
short of salvation. He has knocked at the hearts'
door of the "once enlightened"; they have even be-
come p artners with Him clear through to the act of
repentance, but they have failed to possess Him in
salvation.

This sin cannot be repeated today, for there is
no Temple, no sacrifice to return to. Nor can the un-
pardonable sin—disbelief in the attesting miracles of
the Holy Spirit in the apostolic age--be repeated to-
day. It was peculiar to that age of transition.



g . Should they, after all this, refuse to accept saving;
faith as offered by the Holy Spirit, thus rejecting:
the sacrifice of Messiah, they would be taking a like
attitude toward Him as those ’"ho crucified Him the
first time. ^6)

h. For these there is nothing; but certain judgment. v 7,8)
i. These are urged to follow in the footsteps of those

Hebrews who have gone on in faith to Messiah as High
Priest. v.^-12)

6. Messiah secures the eternal salvation of the believer, a
thing which Aaron could not do. 6:13-20.

7. Messiah is an eternal High Hriest. 7:1-3

8. Messiah has a superior priesthood. 7:4-10

y. Messiah by his once-for-all sacrifice of Himself -"roup-ht out
a finished work of salvation. 7:11-22.

10. Messiah has a non-transferable priesthood. 7:23-28.

11. Messiah officiates in a better tabernacle. 8:1-5.

The I.ew Testament is Superior to and Takes the Place of the
First Testament, because : - 8:7—10j 3y

A. It was prophesied by oeremiah to be better . 8:7-13.

B. It is actual, "hereas the First was typical . 9:1-15

. The First T estament was a type pointing to Messiah as the
High Priest. y:l-10.

1
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MOSAIC SACRIFICES

It is as foolish to try to understand the Epistle

to the Hebrews without reading Leviticus as to limit our know-

ledge of the teachings of Christ to the sermon on the mount.

And further, it is impossible to understand the innumerable

references in Hebrews to Old Testament worship and ritual with-

out a thorough grasp of the significance of the sacrificial

ceremonies which were the heart and center of the worship of

the children of Israel.

Sacrifice is, in general, a gift to God given as an

act of worship. It is "religion in action"^. With the child-

ren of Israel it was in no sense a bribe, but a prayer and an

act of faith, adoration or thanksgiving.

It is not the purpose of this paper to review critic-

ally modern theories of the origin of sacrifices such as the

gift theory, the toteraistic sacrificial communion theory, the

homage theory, or the piacular theory, but we shall take for

granted the orthodox position which accepts divine revelation

and command as the basis and origin of sacrifice. First men-

tion of this subject in the Bible is in Gen. 4:2-5, the sacri-

fices of Cain and Abel. In the pre-Mosaic periods sacrifice

offered by the head of the house, for there was no priestly

class

.

1. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia - p. 2639
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But it is more particularly with the TTosaic sacrifi-

cial system that we are concerned. We shall consider this as

follows: first, the fundamental principles of sacrifice; sec-

ond, the general features of sacrificial ritual; third, the

classification of Mosaic sacrifices, and features of the five

main sacrifices; fourth, the modification of sacrificial wor-

ship for special seasons and circumstances; and lastly, the sig-

nificance of this Old Testament ritual both in its Old Testament

symbolism and its New Testament typical meaning, particularly as

brought out in the Epistle to the Hebrews.

The Mosaic sacrifices are a meaningless shibboleth of

blood, fire, and empty ritual, if three great truths underlying

the service are not understood. These principles are axiomatic

throughout the Bible. As the basic truths on which the sacri-

ficial system rests there lies the fact of man r s sin, God’s

holiness, and the atonement of sin by blood. Sacrifice is ground-

ed in the fact of sin.

1

Universal, defiling guilt in man is the

primal cause of God’s provision in these offerings. For God, in

his holy_ and righteous, cannot endure nor tolerate sin. His com-

mand is final, ”Be ye holy, even as I am holy.”^ and his judg-

ment is inescapable. And yet, though the wages of sin is death,

God has provided a remedy for sin in the shedding of blood. The

vital truth foundational to sacrifice is expressed in the words,

’’Without the shedding of blood is no remission.”^

Herein is seen the importance of the offerings in Old

1. Moorehead - p. 128

2. I Pet. 1:16

3. Heb. 9:22
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Testament worship. Only by the blood of sacrifice did the

worshipper have a right to claim the ear of God in petition,

and only because of that blood-cleansing could he enjoy com-

munion with Him. As Gibson says, "Without an atoning sacri-

fice there can be no access for guilty man into the presence

of the Holy God."^

It is a temptation to treat the ritual of sacrifice

superficially, as a mass of unimportant detail, but it is not

for the Christian to question the plan of God who saw fit to

lay down precise and exact ru.es for man to follow in his ap-

proach to God. Father it will be best to sift through all

these details of sacrificial ceremony, and derive from them

the general features and a rough outline of procedure, that

in them the lessons taught by their observance may be more

clearly seen.

There are four main elements in the order of ritual:

the presentation of the animal, killing the animal, the dispo-

• sition of the blood, and the burning on the altar. The presen-

tation of the animal is important in that, by the laying on of

hands by the offerer the animal to be sacrificed becomes not

only a gift, but more--his own representative. The second act,

killing the animal, is a token of penitence. It is an acknow-

ledgment of sin, and a recognition of the fact that guilt de-

serves death. By the disposition of the blood the faith of

the worshipper is shown. To the Hebrew, blood signified life.

1. Gibson - 149

J
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not death, and by the sprinkling of the blood the worshipper-

signified his faith that he was counted alive in God’s sight,

freed from the guilt of sin. Finally, uhe burning on the al-

tar signifies the dedication of the worshipper to God, and

the smoke ascending heavenward symbolizes, perhaps, his ac-

ceptance by God.

That is, in bare outline, the order of ritual of

the sacrifices offered on the altar of burnt-offering. The

ritual of sacrifice is the ritual of the altar, which was the

foundation of all the tabernacle worship, the people’s place

of meeting with God, through the sacrifices.

Mosaic sacrifices have been classified in a variety

of ways. Kurtz distinguishes two kinds of sacrifice, blood

and bloodless.''' The former includes sin-, trespass-, burnt-,

and peace-offerings, all of which are animal sacrifices; and

the latter includes meat- and drink-offerings and incense.

Materials for the bloodless sacrifices was limited to food,

and such food as had been acquired by the sweat of man’s browr
.

Kurtz also draws a distinction between the symbolism of the

blood -and bloodless sacrifices; the blood sacrifice symbolizing

the self-surrender of the worshippers life and personality, the

bloodless offering indicating the self-surrender of the fruits

of all his labors and endeavors. 2

Another common division of the sacrifices is into

swreet-savour and expiatory offerings. The former includes the

burnt-, meal- and peace-offerings; and the latter the sin- and

1. Kurtz - p. 64

2. Ibid - p. 285
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trespass-offerings. The sweet-savour offerings pointed to

God and were given for his acceptance, not as expiation for

sin, but the expiatory offerings pointed directly manward

as a confession of guilt. Typically, the former were offered

on the altar, whereas the latter, after being offered on the

altar were burned without the camp.

The historical order of the five main sacrifices

as taken up in Leviticus, chapters 1 to 7, is burnt-offering,

meat-offering, peace-offering, sin-offering and trespass of-

fering. But here we shall consider them in their logical or-

der, the order follovred when they were presented in series,

which was, sin-offering, burnt-offering, meat-offering, and

peace-offering, as can be seen from Lev. 9: 15-18,

"And he brought the people’s offering, and took the goat
which was the sin-offering for the people, and slew it,
and offered it for sin, as the first. And he brought
the burnt-offering , and offered it according to the man-
ner. And he brought the meat-offering , and filled his
hand out of it, and burnt it upon the altar, beside the
burnt sacrifice of the morning. Ke slew also the bull-
ock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace-offerings .

”

The logical order gives three main sacrifices: the

burnt-offering was central signifying dedication and acceptance;

with its antecedent, the sin-offering, which brought atonement:

and its conseouent, the peace-offering, wThich stood for peace

with God and joy in Him.^

The sin-offering was primarily expiatory to atone

for unintentional sin and to restore covenant relations with

God. Since it was atonement for the person of the offender,

there were grades of sin-offering, indicating not a gradation

1. Gibson - p. 159
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in the sinfulness of sin, but in the rank of the worshipper.

Thus there were specific regulations governing the offerings

of the high priest, a ruler and the common people. 1 Out-

standing features of the ritual of the sin-offering was the

disposition of the blood which was sprinkled before the veil

of the sanctuary, on the horns of the altar of swreet incense,

and poured out at the bottom of the altar of burnt-offering,

and the burning of the body outside the camp. The sin-offering

was basic, for without atonement for sin there could be no

relationship between man and God.

The trespass- or guilt-offering is a variety of the

sin-offering, and the distinction between the twro is indefinite.

Grotius held that the sin-offering was for sins of omission

and the guilt-offering for sins of commission. Michaelis holds

a view directly opposite to this. Josephus believed that the

trespass-offering wras for sins in which the sinner’s own con-

science accused him of sin. Kurtz presents in a scholarly way

his contention that the sir-offering was for unintentional and

perhaps unknown! sins, whereas the trespass-offering was to

atone only for acknowledged sins.^

However scholars may differ, it may be said in gen-

eral that the sin-offering atoned for sin as a principle, the

trespass-offering for particular sins. And furthermore, the

trespass-offering contained the idea of restitution for wrongs

done to man. Where the sin-offering contained only the prin-

ciple of expiation, the trespass-offering combined the prin-

1. Lev. 4: 5, 13, 22, 27

2. Kurtz - p. 183-184
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ciples of expiation and restitution. The sin-offering ex-

piates guilt toward God, the trespass-offering expiates guilt

toward man.

The burnt-offering was the old historical sacrifice, and

in contrast to the sin-offerings, was offered for no special

occasions but was a continual burnt-offering unto the Lord.

Its fire burned day and night. It was burned entirely upon

the altar, but not in one piece, and the hides were taken by

the priests. It was the most solemn of all the sacrifices,

and in pre-Mosaic times was offered on momentous occasions as

at the Flood

1

or at the beginning of war/ The distinctive

significance of the Mosaic burnt-offering was complete dedi-

cation and self-surrender to God.

The burnt-offering was followed by the meat- or

meal-offering, and this was never offered apart from the for-

mer. The double name for the offering is the result of the

change in usage of the word meat, which did not signify flesh

in 1611 (King Jaine’s version) but food in general. Materials

used in the meal-offering were fine flour, oil, frankincense

and salt. This bloodless sacrifice, first used at the conse-

cration of Aaron and his sons,^ was a fitting supplement to

the burnt-offering, for as the burnt-offering signified self-

dedication, the meal-offering represented the dedication to

God of the fruits of the worshipper’s labour.

It has been shown aoove that in the sin-offerings

1. Gen. 8:20

2. Judges 6:26

5. Ex. 29:41
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the offerer came as a convicted sinner to receive in his

sacrifice, which represented himself, the judgment due to his

'sin. In these sweet-savour offerings, however, the worship-

per come* to present his offering as something acceptable un-

to God, for he is atoned in God T s sight. And finally, in the

peace-offerings, the worshipper enjoys the fruits of his atone

ment and acceptance in fellowship with God.

A note of joy predominated in the peace-offerings

—

the joy of right relations established with God. It expressed

fellowship, gratitude and obligation for favours received.

Three variations of the peace-offering are found . The thank-

offering indicated gratitude for a special manifestation of

divine mercy. The votive or free-will offering was generally

made in time of distress or su plication asking for divine aid

and was offered voluntarily under no legal obligation. The

w'ave-breast and heave-shoulder offerings pertained to that

part of the peace-offering reserved for Aaron and his sons

to be eaten by them in the holy places.

It is significant to note that the choicest parts

of the sacrifice,— the fat, the kidneys, the caul, and the

blood,—-were devoted to the Lord as his portion. Then the

priests received the breast and shoulder. And finally, the

rest belonged to the offerer to be shared with his friends

and the Levites. Obviously, this was a feast of communion.

^

These are the five main sacrifices which formed the

basis of the Mosaic sacrificial system. In spite of ail the

1. T
:

Toorehead- p. 162-164



modifications of these sacrifices for special seasons and

circumstances such as the consecration of the people, the

priests and the Levites; and their adaptation to special

periods and feasts, the service was basically the same. For.

example, the many striking details of the ritual of the Day

of Atonement cannot hide the fact that on this day the

principle of the sin-offering was basic and central.

In summary, it is convenient to remember the Old

Testament symbolism of the sacrifices as follows:

Sin-offering - atonement
Trespass-offering - restitution
Burnt-Coffering - dedication
Meal-offering - consecration
Peace-offering - fellowship

It is more dangerous to apply a typical meaning to

the individual sacrifices as they are fulfilled in Christ,

the "Lamb of GodV , for there is danger of an over-active

imagination in the discovery of New Testament symbolism. In

the Epistle to the Hebrews, however, where the relation of

the old to the new covenant is most clearly defined, the

typical meaning of the Mosaic sacrifices is most evident.

Hebrews 10: 1-14 is the core of the teaching on this

subject. Here, particularly in the eighth and ninth verses,

we have our justification for interpreting the sacrifices as

foreshadowings of Christ:

"Above when he said. Sacrifice and offering and burnt-
offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not,
neither had pleasure therein; which are offered by
the law; then said he, Lo I come to do thy will. He
taketh away the first that he may establish the second.

A
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The Epistle to the Hebrews does more than present

the general contrast between Christ the perfect sacrifice and

the imperfect sacrifices of the law, it speaks of Christ as

the specific fulfillment of the two most important of the

Mosaic sacrifices, the burnt- and sin-offering. The passage

quoted above, while it mentions Christ as the fulfillment of

all the sacrifices, more particularly deals with his self-

dedication to God. Therefore, when he says, "Lo, I come to

do thy will” we have the complete fulfillment of the burnt-

offering with its spirit of dedication.

But even more specifically is Christ set forth as

the one sin-offering. In the same passage the inspired author

points out that the blood of bulls and goats could not take

away sin but declares that Christ offered one sacrifice for

sins forever—his own blood.-'- More striking yet is a passage

in the thirteenth chapter of Hebrews, Hebrews 13: 10-12, which

brings out a more complete connection between Christ and the

historic sin-offering:

,fWe have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat
w’hich serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those
beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by
the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.
Wherefore, Jesus also, that he might sanctify the
people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.”

This is the fulfillment of the sin-offering.

In other parts of the New Testament, fulfillment

of other sacrifices by Christ is set forth. In the spirit

1. Heb. 10: 12



of the meal-offering Jesus consecrated all his labours to
«

God with the words, "My meat is to do the will of Him that

sent me." " The 14th and 15th chapters of the Gospel of'

John reveal Christ as the fulfillment of the peace-offering.

"My peace give I unto you,"~ he says, "that my joy might re-

main with you.""' And even the trespass offering finds a

reflection in I Timothy where Christ is said to give himself

"a ransom for all. "4 In all the sacrifices Christ is

typified

.

Mrs. Rounds states her own views of the typical

meaning of the sacrifices as follows: the burnt-offering

typifies Christ, the son of God, accomplishing the perfect

will of God for us; the meal-offering typifies Christ the

Son of ^an in the purity and perfection of his personal

character; the peace-offering typifies Christ as peace,

giving fellowship with God; the sin-offering typifies Christ

the sin-bearer; and the trespass-offering typifies Christ as

the bearer of sins as wrongs dune to God and man.

In this brief study we have seen the ritual, the

symbolism and the typical meaning of the Mosaic sacrificial

system. It remains only for us to apply to our own lives

1. John 4: 34

2 . John 14: 27

3. John 15 . ip

4.

I Timothy 2: 6
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the lessons of the sacrifices. May we see more clearly the

exceeding sinfulness of sin. May we be more sincerely grate-

ful for the blood that cleanses us from that sin, and for

the atoning power of the cross. And finally, may our faith

find expression in the practical fulfillment of the sacrifices

demanded of us in the Epistle to the Hebrews:

”By him therefore leu us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips
wrhich make confession to his name. But to do good and
to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices
God is well pleased.” (Heb. 13: 15-16)

-30-
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